FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
May ___, 2026
[School Name] Honored with Prestigious California Civic Learning Award
[City, CA] — [School Name] is proud to announce that it has been named a recipient of the 2026 California Civic Learning Award, one of the state’s highest recognitions for excellence in civic education. The award, co-sponsored by California Chief Justice Patricia Guerrero and the State Superintendent of Public Instruction Tony Thurmond, honors schools that demonstrate an outstanding commitment to engaging students in civic learning and preparing them to be informed, active participants in our democracy.
Selected from a competitive pool of applicants statewide, [School Name] earned the [Award Level — e.g., Award of Excellence, Distinction, or Merit] for efforts that empower students to understand their rights and responsibilities as citizens and participate in civic life. 
[Insert Quote from Principal] Sample:  “This award reflects the dedication of our teachers, students, and community partners who work every day to foster a learning environment where civic engagement is not just taught but lived.”
Highlights of [School Name]’s civic learning initiatives include:
· [Program 1 Name] — [Brief description]
· [Program 2 Name] — [Brief description]
· Student-led projects addressing real-world issues such as [example].
Chief Justice of California Patricia Guerrero will present the Awards of Excellence in person this September when the judicial branch celebrates Constitution Month. Judges throughout the state will present school awards at the levels of Distinction, Merit, and Honorable Mention. 
[School Name] has been awarded in years past at the levels of [Insert data].
[Insert Quote from Student, Teacher, or Principal]

For more information about the California Civic Learning Award, visit [https://www.powerofdemocracy.org/civic-learning-award].
About [School Name]
[School Name] is a [public/magnet/charter] school in [City] serving [grade levels]. With a mission to [insert brief mission statement or core values], the school emphasizes academic excellence, civic responsibility, and community engagement.
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